EAG Meeting 23.10.18
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Member Update
Possible Action Plan

Government’s Corridor Announcement
and its implications

Q

What are the choices facing Government?
Following Highways England’s report on the possible
corridors, Government have rejected Corridors A and C.
These 2 corridors will now be studied for ‘best routes’ for a final decision
some time in late 2019 or in early 2020. The choice will be either

Corridor B1 - West of Oxford and via Junction 9 M40 to
Bicester
and

Corridor B3 - South of Oxford to Wheatley J8A.

Highways England will assess possible routes using 7 criteria:

Highways’ Assessment criteria

(slide from their docs.)

Background: existing road network to J9 M40

A34 is already a 4-lane dual-carriageway to Expressway standard
A420 is partly dual carriageway including the section down to A34 at Oxford

Q

Highways documents published last month show details of
possible routes within both corridors…

Western Corridor :
Corridor B1 includes an Expressway route leaving A34 at
Abingdon, running along the West side of the airfield and up
to the A420 Swindon road, and along A420 to rejoin the A34
above Botley
In effect this would be a ‘Botley Relief Road’
B1 Text from Highways report:
“Oxford sub-option 1: This route diverges from the A34 at the A415 junction at Abingdon. From there it
travels offline avoiding Abingdon Airfield by passing on the west, until the route joins the existing A420.
The route runs along the A420 until it re-joins the A34 and turns to the north until it intersects junction 9 of
the M40. From this intersection the alignment diverges to the east where bypasses Bicester between
Graven Hill and Ambrosden, passing across the A41 and then from the A41 to the east-west rail corridor.
“

Southern Corridor (B3)
Highways’ documents list a route leaving A34 North of
Abingdon and running through Green Belt South of Oxford,
past Sandford and towards Wheatley and M40 Junction 8A:
it would then follow M40 northwards for 11km towards
Bicester
B3 text from Highways documents:
“ Oxford sub-option 3: The route diverges from the A34 North of Abingdon, just after the A4183
junction. This route passes to the south of Oxford via a new road but instead of turning north it
continues east to junction 8A of the M40. From this point the route utilises the M40 by turning north
to a new junction, approximately 11km away, before turning north to pass the A41 west of Bicester
and joining the east-west rail corridor. “

Highways England - Possible Routes (from published documents)

Q

If Government are determined to push
ahead with the OxCam project, then we
have to try and minimise the damage it
will cause…
This must include pointing out the huge
damage a Southern route would do, and
comparing that with the other Corridor’s
pros and cons – it’s not Nimby to point
out the facts!

Southern Option – disadvantages
◆

Far more damage to Green Belt – 11 miles rather than 2.8

◆

More expensive to build than B1 – 11 miles of new road

◆

Longer route for through traffic to / from J9 and Midlands

◆

A34 will still carry through traffic, taking the shorter route

◆

No Botley Bypass – Expressway money spent elsewhere

◆

Opens up Green Belt for very large housing developments

Western Option – key points:
◆

Separates A34 Through traffic from Oxford’s local users -

◆

Gives Oxford back its Ring Road

◆

Cheaper to build than B3 – only 2.8 miles of new road

◆

Far less damage to Green Belt

◆

Shorter route for through traffic to / from J9 and Midlands

◆

Links directly to Swindon, Witney and Cheltenham roads

◆

Provides a Botley Bypass – no need for widening there

•
•
•
•
•

Highways will study more routes during the next year
Shortlist by Autumn 2019
Each route will be assessed for each of 7 factors
Several options will be shortlisted in each corridor
They could be anywhere in the areas marked

The Oxford to Cambridge Expressway project is not just about
the road: the project proposes the construction of 1 million
new homes along the length of the OxCam ‘Arc’
If these are shared out equally along its length, Oxfordshire’s
share would be 300,000 new homes
Our current housing stock is 284,000 homes
The route of the Expressway will determine where these
houses are built, and where the 800,000 new residents will
live, work and play.

HOUSING
New Housing Proposals
and Local Plans
Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie
Mike Tyce CPRE
and
Martin Harris

What happens next?
Highways have announced the next steps in the process –
i)

More EAG / Highways Stakeholder meetings between
now and Autumn 2019

ii)

Highways are holding Open Meetings for Oxfordshire
parishes to attend, on 23rd and 29th November… all
Parishes were emailed and invited to register interest.
These will give all of us an opportunity to ask questions
and raise concerns – please go if you can!

iii)

ii) Highways England’s proposed Public Consultation on
Shortlist of routes is scheduled to start in Autumn 2019

Suggested EAG Action plan for discussion and approval:
1.

EAG continue as Stakeholders and carry on submitting evidence direct to
Highways, Government ministers etc.

2.

We produce evidence on the 7 objectives HE are assessing for the road:

3.

1.

More Environmental submissions from EAG parishes

2.

Support Wildlife stakeholders including BBOWT and RTCT who are
fighting these proposals

3.

Engage professional expertise on Transport, Housing, Environment etc

4.

Make initial preparations ready to engage legal counsel to challenge the
Expressway process and evidence if necessary

Fundraise to facilitate all the above.

Comments please……

EVIDENCE GATHERING
If we continue as stakeholders, we will all need to gather as much evidence as we
can to strengthen our case against any expressway across our open country, and the
damage it will cause
Local / volunteer actions:
We need to gather as much new Video and Photographic evidence from every
village as we can, and submit it to the Highways environmental teams…
'Trail Cameras’ for taking images - these can produce definite proof of rare wildlife
Expert Help – do you have any of these experts in your villages?

FUNDRAISING
If we are going to put together a strong case, we will need
powerful evidence from Transport experts, economists and
planning lawyers to counter lobbying which is already
happening from interests supporting a Southern Expressway
and the new housing it would bring there.

We will do all we can to get this help from volunteers – so far
we have done everything ‘pro bono’ and have spent very little.
BUT… we have to have as strong a case as possible. This will
require funds to pay for expert witnesses / consultants.

FUNDRAISING
Suggested actions :
i) Each Parish sets its own target for fundraising, seeking donations
from local residents / businesses, events, ‘charity’ / favours auctions
etc. If you would like our help in meetings with donors, or there are
people or businesses you prefer us to approach, let us know & we
will ask for their support. Some of them may also have contacts in
Government or industry who could help…
ii) Each parish should discuss and agree a figure it feels it can
achieve, but the overall target for all EAG should be at least £30,000
so that we can get good expert help.

iii) EAG members to elect a funding committee to manage all funds:
no monies to be disbursed until agreed by a majority of members.

OPINIONS PLEASE!

Highways ‘Open Days’
These were announced last week: dates are
Friday 23rd November : W. Oxford Community Centre Botley Rd OX2 0BT
Friday 29th November : Sandford Village Hall Henley Rd. OX4 4TN
The letter says these Open Days are for Parish Councils to meet Highways,
have the Corridor decision explained, and for parishes to submit ideas and
comments and ask questions.
We have circulated the Highways invitation letter to everyone: please make
sure someone registers and attends from each parish, and makes their views
known!

Any Other Business ..

Thanks for your support

Oxford Green Belt Network




Martin Harris , OGBN Chair

Likely impact of the OxfordCambridge Expressway on the
environment and communities of
the Oxford Green Belt

Martin Harris
Co-ordinator, Oxford Green Belt Network
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Widespread Harm from the Ox-Cam Expressway to
the environment and facilities of villages


Serious harm caused to the natural environment by
widespread traffic noise, vibration, light pollution, air pollution,
dislocation of wildlife habitats and corridors, and destabilisation
of rivers, hydrology and drainage networks.



Serious harm caused to village communities by all the
above, plus

Separation of villages from shared facilities (GP
surgeries, Post Offices and shops) all essential for
village sustainability and survival
 Dislocation of local road networks
 Overloading of local roads near Expressway junctions.
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Map of B1 & B3 routes for Ox-Cam Expressway
( provided by Michael Tyce, CPRE Oxfordshire, from Highways England data )
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Green Belt land in South Oxfordshire south of Grenoble Road
originally sought by Oxford City Council and its commercial
partners for an urban extension in 2004, and again in 2018
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From Oxford City Council’s Executive Board paper 2014
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The thin red line on this aerial photo shows the extent of
the strategic housing site proposed in 2014
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The Northfields strategic housing site shown on page 126
of SODC’s SOLP 2011-2033 Sustainability Appraisal 2017
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A developer’s 2016 master plan for the proposed
housing around Northfield Brook, effectively joining
Horspath and Garsington to Cowley and Oxford.
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Proposed strategic housing sites, for which land
would be removed from the Green Belt along B3.
(The tree-lined valley of the River Thame is on the right.
The A40/M40 junction is in the top right corner of the photo.)
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A total of 390.8 hectares of Green Belt owned by 4 landowners in the
urban extension south of Grenoble Road could be worth £1,172,400,000
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Financial Pressures


The asset value of these development sites will
increase to more than £1 billion if SODC takes them out of the
Green Belt to become strategic housing sites in its revised Local Plan.
Landowners and developers will engage the UK’s very best Planning lawyers
and QCs to represent them to any Planning Inspector.



Much legal debate will be about the interpretation and the
definition of the phrases ‘sustainable development’ and the
‘exceptional circumstances’ required in law to justify removing
any land from the protection of the Green Belt for building.



If EAG, BBOWT, CPRE or any other body is to defend the
Green Belt and all our other rural areas against the Expressway
and the associated development, they will also need to engage
specialist consultants and the very best lawyers available, and
this will require proper funding.



MH 23 Oct 2018



Not just the Green Belt….

These are just samples of what is looming if the
Expressway runs along B3 to the South of Oxford


But wherever it runs, similar pressures from landowners
and Councils to re-zone agricultural land for housing will
happen all along the Expressway route, on both sides of
the road



All our communities would be affected over a wide area:
pressures on schools, surgeries, hospitals and local
traffic would be massive. As a key amenity, Oxford City
itself wouldn’t cope with a doubling of the County’s
population

